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Phatos and Story by Darfere Bordwell




Share Your Stories

_ Did you grow up living the porch life! Are you continuing that lifestyle, or are
The story of the rise, decline and you a new convert! Contribute your own reminiscences, funny or poignant
resurgence of the American porch s the stories, decorating and building ideas, and tall wales at the authors frone-porch
story of America irself, European homes blokt inm:,lwn';‘hm;-rurrrlﬂ.f:'frrj,rk]‘w[.uwﬂ. |
generally do nor feamure what we think
O as porg hes = o X r1'\|1.|."| EXpRInses
thar extend our living space into the
vurdoors and create a pleasing rransition
from street to entryway. The develop-

ment of the American porch is some-

i
what exceptional, o uniquely American il [
ol =rm
architecrural appendage that symbalizes . -
: eIl
our mraditions of welcome, hu-]1|r.||||'... ,zulh‘-":::“,‘, [l

§ g il
and close-knir community. Some cultur- e

al experts even link the decline in popu-
Larity und use of the front porch with
1|1'|. 'a]'n."n. |!|-||." of r|:'!l.' Eh"llll .1'|||,| '||'|'L'|.|hl|_'|_'|'||_'
of the nuclear family since the 1950s.

Just the words “Let's sit on the

porch” conjure up cozy images of iced ([=r=ET, "
tea in tall glasses, your tired frame sink Jhassedatd y
ing into the depths of a well-padded 4 '
wicker chair, a light breeze raffling your
hair and desulrory walk drifring vou

through a summer afternoon.

Hinmocks swing, newspapers arc

.1|"-Ill|.||"l'|l.'-.| OVET snoozimg laces. TI’]L‘
regular creak of rocking chairs and

al rch swings murmurs along with the
gentle snores of companionahle nap
ping and the shush of passing cars, The
houschold car or dog joins in, sprawling

in that sunny spot in the comer. The

|

porch is a comforting place, the wel

g
ol
[

COIming arms of |I:I me, serting the tone

for what a visitor will find inside.
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Simple Pleasures

One recent summer day [ decided
tor tike a walk around my old hometown
with my camer o document some of
[i'l{ i"l "lLi?H."' ] I'.l‘-"l.'l-f. -rt'ﬂ' TOWT1 Wils
strangely quiet that warm Saturdy
moming, but | found a few folks work-
ing on do-it-yourself projects (on their

i porches, of course), gardening, or just

relaxing with o magazine. Though |
knew none of them personally, all were

happy to have me photograph their

porches, and even themselves, with no |

Prior Norice — [rust thar's rare, and Ihe Trimmer Howse (cirea 1891), a bed ind broakfust on East Mam Street, Perm Yan
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